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10th Session of WCC Graduate School Opens 


(Geneva) - Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, told the opening session of the WCC's Graduate School of 
Ecumenical Studies, at nearby Bossey, that the most important question for 
the churches in this generation is whether the ecumenical movement becomes 
truly effective at the parish level. 


The WCC leader addressing the 42 students enrolled for the tenth session 
declared that the school could be influential in making the ecumenical move- 
ment effective locally if it becomes an "energizing centre". Such centres, 
although usually small and remote, he said, at various times have influenced 
whole periods of church history. "It is hoped that Bossey might be such.a 
centre in this generation, the kind of place where ideas are born that will 
spread all over the world," he declared. 


But he reminded the students that the power of such a centre must "come 
from on high" and that hard work is required. "Study is important not only 
for your own sake',he said,"but for the sake of the whole ecumenical move- 
ment. 


‘With the great growth of the movement we face greater and more diffi- 
cult spiritual and theological problems than we have ever faced before. We 
need trained persons who can grapple with them in depth." 
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The students enrolled for the session, which runs until February 15, 
include members of the Presbyterian and Reformed, Anglican, Lutheran, 
United, Orthodox, Methodist, Baptist and Congregational churches. Fifteen 
come from North and South America, 15 from Europe, eight from Africa and 
four from Asia. 


Special subject of study for the session is "Man in the Light of the 
Christian Gospel". The course will also survey the doctrine of man accord- 
ing to different church traditions and as viewed by modern art and litera- 
ture, by Karl Marx, by modern science and by animistic religions. 


A second part of the study will deal with man in modern society and in 
various specific relationships, including man in relation to family, to 
industrialized society, to race, and to problems of nationalism in the 
changing societies of Asia and Africa. 


The tenth anniversary of the Graduate School is marked in the October 
issue of Kcumenical Review, the WCC's quarterly publication, with a special 
series of articles, EPS, Geneva 


Vatican Vounci2 Raccives Plea for English Mass 


(london) =A recommendation haS-Sett—meda.ihat Euelish should be ‘thesnommem 
liturgical language" of the Roman Catholic rite in Great Britian, except 
where the local bishop considers Welsh to be more suitable. 


The recommendation was made by the Vernacular Society of Great Britain 
in a formal memorandum for the forthcoming Second Vatican (Ecumenical ) 
Council. Among the society's members are two bishops and several hundred 
priests and Catholic laymen. 


The memorandum, which has been forwarded to the Commission for the 
sacred Liturgy, suggests that such Latin versicles as Dominus vobiscum be 
retained, but that the remainder of the Mass be in English. The same would 
apply to the administration of the other sacraments. 


"We would not advance (these recommendations)", the memorandum said, 
"save that they are the natural and logical outcome of the reaction of 
many scholars and pastors of souls to a profound conviction that for many 
centuries the true nature of the Church's liturgy has been obscured, and 
that, in consequence, the efficacy of the liturgy has not been exploited to 
the greatest advantage of all the faithful." EPS, Geneva 


Australian Anglicans Commend Papal Eneoyclical 


(Melbourne) - The Synod of the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne has unanimously 
approved a motion noting "with approval much of the social teaching" of the 
Papal encyclical "Mater et Magistra" issued in May, and commending it to 
Anglicans for comparative study with the relevant sections of the report of 
the 1958 Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops. 


In moving the motion, which was passed without a dissenting vote at a 
meeting here last week, the Rev. J. P. Stevenson, vicar of North Balwyn, 
Melbourne, emphasized that the motion commends the encyclical as a "social 
document". 
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"We have left behind us the Age of Faith, the Age of Reason and the Age 
of Elegance and we are living in the Age of Barbed Wire", he declared. "i 
hope that this Synod, by this and other motions, will roundly declare that 
the comfortable ghettos of the Anglican non-commitment are a thing of the 
past; and that all the subjects of this major social document are the 
proper concern of the Church and her members." 


The diocese of Melbourne is the second largest Anglican diocese in 
Australia. EPS, Geneva 


Only 150 Priests Reportedly Left in Cuba 


(Paris) - Only 150 priests are left in Cuba, leaving many areas of this 
predominantly Roman Catholic island entirely without clergymen, according 
to a report by Agence France Presse. 


The report was confirmed by Vatican Radio, which noted that most of 
the priests who remain are located in Havana. AFP said there were only 26 
priests in Oriente Province, and seven in Camaquey. 


Vatican Radio Also-aacsclosed that the number of nuns had been reduced 
from 3,000 to 200, and that religious Services havo dropped to about a 


quarter of the number that were held prior to the inauguration-ef the pre- 
sent government. Premier Fidel Castro said that Catholic services Gan—be 
broadcast over television if there is a shortage of priests, AFP reported. 


However, he told a nation-wide radio and television audience that 
pricsts who "conspire against the fatherland will lose their citizenship" 
end be expelled from the country.-.He referred spscifically to "Fascist" 


clergymen who help "Yankee imperialists" to train "saboteurs, fifth column- 
258 and terriorists". 


“hen we want", he said, "we are going to crush them without firing a 
shot." 


The radio-television address was delivered four days after Cuban 
authorities had deported to Spain Auxiliary Bishop Eduardo Boza Masvidal of 
Havana and 145 priests. Bishop Masvidal's expulsion gave rise to fears 
among some Catholic spokesmen that an effort would be made to establish a 
"National Catholic Church", 


Clerical sources in Cuba, who asked not to be identified, pointed out 
that although the government might draw a number of "dissatisfied clergy" 
Pomc wine rankseot sa “national church", it has not “yet been able to enmoeE 
a single bishop - a necessary factor if a new communion is to bear a 
semblence of "authenticity". EPS, Geneva 


Australian Anglicans Attain Self-Rule Next Year 


(Canberra) - The Church of England in Australia will become a self-govern- 
ing branch of the Anglican Communion on January 1, thus bringing to an end 
more than 50 years of discussion on the question of autonomy. 


The way was paved to establish the self-governing church when the 
Synod of the Diocese of Adelaide voted to accept the constitution of the 
new body. It was the last of the 25 synods to take this step. 
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Herlicr, the bishops meet at Gilbulla, where for several years a 
Speoial committee had been working on the constitution, and decided to hold 
the first general synod of the new church next May. 


ite church of England in Australia has, for a'long time, been thevonty 
branch of the Anglican communion without its own constitution. It will now 
be able to govern itself in the same way as, for example, the Protestant 
Horscopal Ghurch in the United States. 


The autonomous church will have its own appellate tribunal, composed 
of three diocesan bishops and four laymen. And while retaining and approv- 
ing the doctrine and principles of the Church of Hngland, it will have, 
according to the constitution, "plenary authority at its own discretion: to 
make statements as to the faith, ritual, ceremonial or discipline of this 
church", 


In addition to approval by 18 of the 25 diocesan synods, the constitu- 
tion had to be accepted by the parliaments of all states because of the need 
to have church property again recognized under what amounts to new ownership. 
The Tasmanian Legislature approved it only last month. EPS, Geneva 


Work of WCC Will Be Highlighted at Special Assembly Meetings 

(Geneva. ) - seven special evening meetings, each highlighting a different 
aspect of the work of the World Council of Churches, are scheduled at the 
Council's Third Assembly, November 18 - December 6, New Delhi, India. 


Three of the meetings will be open to the general public and will be 
held in the huge tent or "Shamiana" which is being erected especially for 
the Assembly in New Delhi. Audiences estimated in the several thousands, 
in addition to the some 1,200 official Assembly participants, are antici- 
pated. 


The three meetings open to the public will deal with international 
affairs, inter-church aid and refugee service, and mission and evangelism. 


The remaining four are on the laity, faith and order, rapid social 
change, and the Bible and evangelism. These will be held in the Vigyan 
Bhavan, site of all Assembly plenary sessions. All the meetings are sched- 
Wleds LO start at 6.50 p.m. 


The series will start on Wednesday, November 22, with a meeting on the 
laity, featuring speeches by three laymen - a mass communications specialist, 
an educator and-e—tawyer. They are: Dr. Klaus von Bismarck, directorvoe 
West German Radio, largest network in the Federal Republic; Miss Mollie 
Batten, 0.B.u., principal of William Temple College, Rugby, England, and 
Me. BH. V. Mathew, of Bangalore, a Lawyer. 


International affairs will be the subject of the second meeting on 
Thursday, November 24. Two major Assembly speeches are scheduled. Whe 
speakers will be Sir Francis Ibiam, M.D., governor-general of the Hastern 
Province of Nigeria, Privy Councillor, and former principal of Hope Waddell 
Training Institute, Calabar, Nigeria; and Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New York, 
director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a 
joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the International Mission- 
ary Council. 


The third evening, Friday, November 24, will be devoted to Faith and. 
Order. Speakers will be the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. A. M. Ramsey; 
Dr. Nikos A. Nissiotis, a Greek Orthodox layman, who is assistant director 
of the World Council's Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, near Geneva; and the 
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Rev. Philip Potter, London, an associate general secretary with special 
responsibility for West Africa and the West Indies of the British Methodist 


Missionary Society and former executive secretary of the WCC's Youth 
Department. 


The fourth evening, Sunday, November 26, will highlight the churches! 
refugee and inter-church aid programme in a dramatic presentation featuring 


still and moving pictures. Title of the evening will be, "God is Our Refuge 
and Strength", 


The story will be told in a series of interviews of church workers whose 
yobs keep them on the front lines providing aid to refugees and victims of 
natural disasters. The interviews will be conducted by Mr. Max Robertson, 
commentator of the British Broadcasting Corporation. 


Those interviewed will be the Rev. Kentaro Buma, Tokyo, director of 
Japan World Service; Mr. James Atkinson, secretary of the Hong Kong Christ- 
ian Welfare and Relief Council; Dr. Donald M'Timkulu, a sociologist, who is 
executive secretary of the All Africa Church Conference, Kitwe, Northern 
Rhodesia; the Rev. Alan Brash, Christchurch, New Zealand, inter-church aid 
secretearyof the Hast Asia Christian Conference; Mr. P. C. Joseph, of the 
Bengal Refugee Service, Calcutta; and Mrs. Shee Sein, of Burma. 


The film sequence, which will be interspersed between the interviews, 
will include Bible passages spoken by British actors Sir Michael Redgrave 
and Dame Flora Robson. 


Two speakers are scheduled on the topic, "Thc Challenge of Rapid Social 
Change" on the fifth evening, Tuesday, November 28. They are Dr. Egbert de 
Vries, director of the Institute for Social Studies, The Hague; and Mr. 

M. M. Thomas, a layman who is associate director of the Christian Institute 
for the Study of Religion and Society, Bangalore, India. 


"Why We Must Speak" is the topic of a panel discussion scheduled for 
Friday evening, December 1. Panel leader will be Dr. D. T. Niles, Ceylon, 
general secretary of the Hast Asia Christian Conference. 


The seventh session will deal with "The Bible and the Churches! Pask", 
The speakers will be Dr. F. D. Coggan, Archbishop of York, and Dr. A. Ee 
Inbanathan, of Bangalore, of the United Bible Societies of India. 
EPS, Geneva 


Note to Editors: Photographs of some of the speakers mentioned in the 
preceding story are available from the World Council of Churches, 17 route 
de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland, or from the New York office, 475 River- 
Bides Drive, New York 27, N.Y., Usa. 


Disciples Approve Merger Talks wich Unated Church 


(Kansas City) - The InternationalConvention of Christian Churches (Disciples 
of Christ) has agreed to discuss the possibility of eventual merger with the 
Uiuredscourch ot Christ. 


The Disciples, at their annual assembly here, voted almost unanimously 
to accept an invitation for such talks which was extended by the biennial 
General Synod of the United Church at its meeting in Philadelphia in July. 
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The Disciples instructed their Council on Christian Unity to appoint a 
commission to talk with United Church representatives. At the same time, 
they told the council to consider "conversations with the proponents of any 
other sincere proposal that the council feels should be discussed". 


Dr. George Beazley, the council's executive secretary, said the assem- 
bly's action presents an open door to any group "seriously interested in 
union". He indicated that informal overtures have been made by other church 
bodies. 


A merger of the two denominations would bring together nearly 2,000,000 
members of the United Church and an almost equal number of members of 
Disciples churches. 


Meanwhile, J. Irwin Miller, president of the National Council of 
Churches (USA) told the assembly that Disciples must be willing to give up 
the separateness of their denomination for "the cause of Christ". 


Mr. Miller, himself a Disciple, noted that the early leaders of the 
denomination were willing to lose their denominational lives to obey Christ's 
prayer "that all may be one" and to form the Christian Churches. 


In another action, the assembly overwhelmingly defeated a resolution 
aimed at censuring the National Council. Only six of the 2,000 delegates 
supported the resolution which demanded that the NCC stop speaking out on 
political matters and close its office in Washington, DC. 


Dr. Beazley said attempts to silence the NCC are part of the efforts 
of certain groups to "gag the Church of the Living God on all but what they 
designate ‘spiritual! or ‘moral! issues". 


He gaid the National Council "does speak for its member churches, but 
as a prophetic voice,not strictly a representative voice". 


In another expression of support for co-operative church bodies, the 
Disciples passed resolutions oalling for more substantial support for 
councils of churches on all levels, and urging local churches to partici- 
pate creatively in local councils of churches. BPS, Geneva 


Students Charge South African Theologian with Heresy 


(Pretoria) - Dr. A. S. Geyser, an outspoken critic of South Africa's 
apartheid policy, has been charged with heresy and disregarding an order 
prohibiting criticism of laws or decisions of the Dutch Reformed Church of 
Africa (Nederduits-Hervormde Kerk van Afrika). 


The charges reportedly were originally made by some of his senior 
students at the Pretoria University, where he has served as professor of 
New Testament theology. 


Dr. Geyser, who was recently ordered to resign from his teaching post 
within a specified period, denied the charges when he appeared before a 
church disciplinary committee last week. However, the committee decided 
that there was a prima facie case against him. 


The synodical commission is expected to meet later this month and con- 
sider the charges and hear Dr. Geyser's defence. Expressing shock that the 
heresy charge had been made by students, he asked that commission hearing 
be made public. 
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Dr. Geyser figured prominently last year in the controversy over the 
book, "Delayed Action", in which he and 10 other Dutch Reformed churchmen 
condemned racial discrimination. In March, he and others were warned by 


the Synod not to oppose existing church law or criticize church policy out- 
Side the church. 


The Hervormde Kerk was the only one of the (then) eight member churches 
of the World Council of Churches participating in a WCC-convened consulta- 
tion on race relations in the Union held in December, 1960, which rejected 
the consultation's statement outright. A separate statement issued at the 
conclusion of the consultation supported "separate development" as "the 
only just solution of our racial problems", and rejected "integration in 
any form, as a solution of the problem". The following March the church 
withdrew from World Council membership. BPS, Geneva 


scottish Moderator Will Visit Pope If Invited 


(Edinburgh) - If an invitation is extended by the Vatican, the Moderator of 
tihevcencral Rssembly of the Church of Scotland, the Rt. Rey. A. Gs) Cragen 
will pay a courtesy call on the Pope when he visits Rome next month. 


Three committees of the General Assembly, which were instructed by it 
last May to consider the advisibility of such a proposal, met here last 
week and unanimously agreed that the visit should be made. The London 
Times reported that it was understood that the Vatican would extend an 
invitation shortly. 


More than 150 ministers, elders and women members of the church parti- 
cipated in the discussions of the inter-church relations committee, the 
general administration committee and the colonial and continental committee. 
Following the hour and three-quarters session, this statement was issued: 


"he Committee concerned havegiven careful consideration to all the 
circumstances and to the expressions of opinion received from some courts 
of the Church of Scotland and members of that church. They have reached 
the following conclusions: 


"One - The Committee are satisifed that the Church of Scotland is 
wholly desirous to promote better relationships between Protestants and 
Roman Catholics in this country and overseas. 


"Two —- They recognize that there are wide doctrinal differences between 
the Roman Catholic Church and the Church of Scotland; but many in the 
church would welcome a visit of the Moderator to the Pope as a step to 
friendlier relationships between members of the churches concerned. 


"Three - The committee concluded, therefore, that since Christian char-~ 
ity could be manifested, goodwill fostered, and no truth safeguarded by the 
Church of Scotland compromised by a courtesy visit by the Moderator of the 
General Assembly to the Vatican, any invitation from the Pope to pay such 
a visit should be warmly accepted." 


Arrangements had been made earlier for Dr. Craig to participate in 
centenary celebrations of St. Andrew's Church in Rome at the end of March. 
He is also scheduled to visit the Waldensian Church there. 


Bertier, several influential presbyteries had reacted sharply when it 
was suggested that the Moderator pay a courtesy call to the Pope, similar 
to that made earlier by the then. Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey 
Fisher. EPS, Geneva 
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Assembly Youth Delegates Plan Meeting 


(New Delhi) - Some 160 Christian young people from all over the world will 
attend a week-long conference at the Baptist Mission Compound here from 


November 10 - 17, in advance of the Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches. 


The conference, sponsored by the WCC's Youth Department, will bring 
together 110 youth participants and 50 stewards who will be attending the 
Third Assembly here from November 18 - December 6, 


Among the youth participants will be 51 from Asia, 23 from Europe, 20 
from North America, 11 from Africa, five from the Middle Hast, and four 


from Latin America. All were nominated by their churches through national 
ecumenical youth councils. 


Also in attendance will be delegates representing the YMCA, the YWCA, 
the World Student Christian Federation, and the World Council of Christian 
Education, as well as a fraternal delegate of the Salvation Army. 


The conference has a three-fold objectives: 


One - To give the young people an opportunity to reflect on the con- 
cerns of unity, witness, and service as they apply to youth so that they 
can be articulate on these matters at the Third Assembly. 


Two - To orient the young people on Asian church life and the signifi- 
cance of the Third Assembly. 


Three - To review the work of the WCC'ts Youth Department, and to make 
recommendations so that the department's programme and policies during the 
post-Assembly period will be relevant to various local situations. 


During the conference, the young people will meet and hear from leaders 
of the World Council and the Asian churches. They will also gain insight 
into Indian culture by visiting the homes and churches of Indian Christ- 
jans, and by attending social progreziss whichihbve been planned. 


In addition, they will break into small discussion groups. .to study 
church life and the general situation throughout Asia, as well as the 
themes of unity, witness and service. At the conclusion of the conference 
a statement is expected to be issued by the young people. 


Speakers will include: Mr. Hlia Peter, of India, chairman of the WCC- 
WCCE Youth Committee; Dr. Samuel Mathai, secretary of the University 
Grants Commission of the Government of India; the Rev. Francis House, WCC 
associate general secretary; —the Rev.Roderick 5. French, executive secre- 
tary of the WCC's Youth Department; Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general 
secretary; and U Ba Hymin, general secretary of the Baptist Church of Burma. 


Prior to the conference, 40 youth delegates will participate in ecu- 
menical work camp projects in Pakistan and Ceylon from October 20 - November 
7. They will be equally divided between young people from abroad and those 
from the countries where the projects will be carried out. 


Small teams of youth participants will travel throughout India and 
other parts of Asia, following the Third Assembly in an effort to acquaint 
people in the remotest areas with the significance of the ecumenical move- 
ment and, at the same time, to learn more about the country. EPS, Geneva 


Note to Rditors: All sessions of the youth conference will be open to the 
press, subject to the rights of the chairman. Releases will be issued as 
required, and a member of the WCC Information Staff will be on hand to 
provide assistance to journalists. 
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Anglican Provinces Debate Communion with Lanka Church 


(London) - Should the various provinces of the Anglican Communion enter into 
relations of full communion with the proposed new Church of Lanka (Ceylon)? 


This question of relations with the proposed church has been the main 
subject of debate during recent weeks by four Anglican provinces: 
Canterbury, York, Wales, and the Protestant Episcopal Church (se) 


with varying results. 


The Lower House (House of Clergy) of the Convocation of Canterbury 
meeting in London last week agreed that the province should enter into 
relations of full communion with the Church of Lanka from the outset - but 
only on the understanding that the initial rite of unification of the 
Ministries is regarded as conferring episcopal ordination on those who had 
not already received it. 


The Upper House of Canterbury (House of Bishops) had voted unanimously 
in favour of full communion without any such provision, last May. (See 
EPS No. 20). 


The Upper House of the Convocation of York, which previously had voted 
in favour of full-communion,last week reversed itself and voted against 
full communion by seven votes to four. The York Lower House also rejected 
iyi communion by the narrow majority of 47 to 43. 


The Church in Wales last week indicated that it would enter into rela- 
tions of full communion with the proposed church "provided that the nego- 
tiating churches are agreed that, in the service for the unification of 
the sacred ministry, episcopal ordination 1s thestowed on those not previous- 
ly ordained". 


A statement to this effect was approved by a majority of 140 votes to 
42 by the governing body of the church. The statement also asked assur- 
ances about the baptism of visiting ministers and about the ordination of 
women. 


The triennial General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
(USA) earlier approved a measure looking forward to full communion with the 
Lanka Church, if it solves certain “anomalies and contradictions in its 
constitution",such as permitting the ordination of women. (See EPS No. 36) 


Plans for the proposed church have been under discussion for more 
than 20 years. It would unite five churches of Ceylon - the Anglican, 
Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, and the Church of South India (Diocese 
of Jatina), the last itself a product of the merger of 1947 of Anglicans® 
Presbyterians, Methodists and Congregationalists. The plan has already 
been approved by the Lambeth Conference of Anglican Bishops. 


The Anglican province of New South Wales, Australia, has decided that 
it is ready to enter unconditionally into relations of communion with the 
proposed Church of Lanka; both the Episcopal Church in Scotland and the 
Church of Hast Africa are expected to take decisions at their provincial 
synod meetings later this year. EPS, Geneva 


Hungarian RC Prelate Dies 

(Vienna) - Archbishop Josef Grosz of Kalocsa, chairman of the Conference 
of Roman Catholic Bishops in Hungary and acting head of the Church in 
Hungary since the imprisonment of Joseph Cardinal Mindszenty in 1948, 
died on October 3. .He was 7/4 years old. 
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For many years a controversial figure, he had beon criticized by sone- 
as too "subnissive" to the government. His defenders, however, saw him as 
a prelate dedicated to using every means to preserve the Church. In 1951 
he was imprisoned for alleged "crimes" against the Hungarian regime. 
Released in 1955, after serving four years of the 15-year term, he attracted 
international attention two years ago when he and two other bishops took 
an oath of allegiance to the nation and its Communist constitution. 


Archbishop Grosz was well known for his personal courage and wide pop- 
ularity with the Hungarian people. He had been quoted as saying that the 
main purpose of the Catholic Church in Hungary must be to preserve its 
Spiritual strength in the present circumstances, since the Church "will 
still exist when communism has vanished from the globe". 


Osservatore Romano, official Vatican newspaper, said of his deaths: 
Mfith his passing there disappears a witness of persecution who was at the 
Same time a victim of it. He was at times the target of false accusations 
and infamous condemnations; at times praised, decorated and flattered; 
at times compelled to painful silence. His persecutors tried to secure 
from him, either through violence and threats, or through flattery, his 
2pproval of and compliance with oppression." 


Speaking of the oppression of the Church of Hungary, it continued: 
"Prom this critical situation, which is made so much worse because all 
complaints and protests are suppressed, the Archbishop silently disappears 
to find again in God the peace and freedom which were refused to him during 
the last 15 painful years of his tormented life." 


KIPA, an international Catholic news agency, in Fribourg, Switzerland, 
noted that Vatican confidence in him had been expressed in his appointment 
by Pope John XXIII as a member of the Central Preparatory Commission for the 
Second Vatican Ecumenical Council. 


His death leaves the church with only three of its nine bishops! sees 
occupied. Three bishops died last year and no successors were appointed. 
Three more bishops, including Cardinal Mindszenty, are not in a position 
Pom omelet uNnCcELond sol the office, EPS, Geneva 


585 Theological Students in Hast Germany 


(Bethel) - Despite government pressures against the church there are 585 
Protestant students in Bast Germany studying theology, according to offi- 
cial figures issued last week by the East German government. The figure 

is slightly less than one per cent of the total Hast German student popula- 
tion of 69,129, and a decrease of 72 over the previous year. 


The students are enrolled in the theological faculties of the state 
universities of Berlin, Greifswald, Jena, Halle, Leipzig and Rostock. No 
figure was given for Roman Catholic theology students who are studying in 
non-state related schools. EPS, Geneva 


01d Catholic Youth Critical of Lausanne Assembly 

(Haarlem) - An international student conference of Old Catholics has criti- 
cized the open service of Holy Communion held at the First European Hoeumeni- 
cal Youth Assembly, Lausanne, in July, 1960. 


Le 
ait 


¥ 
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The Old Catholic youth said that attempts were made at the Lausanne 


conference to persuade delegates to receive communion at the service "con- 
trary to their conscience". 


"Open communion services should not be regarded as the way of finding 
unity", they declared. "They can be held only as a means of giving expres- 
Sion to that unity which already exists." 


The youth advocated that communion services for each church tradition 
be held at ecumenical gatherings to "enable all the participants to worship 
God in accordance with their own tradition" and "thus to give expression to 
the division of the Church. 


"Services of Holy Communion should be held primarily in order to glorify 
God, and not in order to give religious instruction to members of other 
churches", they declared. 


The 430 youth attending the conference came from Old Catholic churches 
in the Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, England, Sweden, Denmark 
and the USA. The meeting was sponsored by the Old Catholic Student 
Association of the Netherlands. EPS, Geneva 


Bishop Veto Addresses Hungarian Seminarians 


(Budapest) - Bishop Lajos VetS said that theological students and pastors 
are bound by their calling to witness clearly to the truth, even in regard 
to the "great political issues of mankind in our days". 


Speaking at a service opening the new academic year at the Lutheran 
Theological Academy here, Bishop Vetd commented: "We profess that the 
peace 'which passeth all understanding! does not contradict but rather pro- 
motes and accentuates the conception of world peace. 


"We have also realized that it is in the Hungarian People's Republic, 
dedicated to the building up of socialism, that we live our ecclesiastical 
life, and we support our republic in the work. of building up socialism 
even if we, with regard to ideology, are fully aware of the difference 
between our stand-points." EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Martin Niemoller is convalescing in the mountain district of Taunus, 
Germany, following an auto obile accident in Denmark in early August, which 
took the lives of his wife and their housekeeper. The German church leader 
is expected to:return shortly to his home in Wiesbaden, 


* * * 


Some 125 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox churchmen from the United 
States and Canada will hold a faith and order conference in Portland, Ore., 
October 16 - 19. More than 25 study groups have been meeting for the last 
eight months in the states of Washington, Oregon, and Idaho, and in British 
Columbia, Canada, to gather material for the conference. .Conference chair- 
man Dr. William B. Cate, executive secretary of the Greater Portland 
Council of Churches, announced it will seek to “avoid abstractions and 
deal with specifics. We are going to find how Christian unity applies to 
our problems in the Pacific Northwest", he said. 


x * * 


No. 39 - 13th October, 1961 eae (dee 


A delegation of Hungarian Roman Catholic anne is touring North Viet- 
nam at the invitation of the Vietnamese "National Committee for Peace~ 
Loving Catholics". The déléegation is‘headed by Mgr. Paul Brezanoczy, 
Apostolic Administrator of the Archdiocese of Eger and a member of the oe 
Hungarian "Peace Committee of Catholic Priests". 


*% * * 


A platform committee of Sweden's Liberal Party, the nation’s second 
largest political party, has advocated that Swedes be counted as members of 
the National Lutheran Church on the basis of baptism rather than birth. 

The committee said that the present system, in which citizenship and member- 
ship in the official church are regarded as virtually the same thing, 1s 
incompatible with complete religious freedom. 


* * *& 


An autozobile mechanics! school to train some 60 young Arabs will be 
built by the Lutheran World Federation near Jerusalem, Jordan. It is 
expected to be ready to open in the summer of 1962. The Federation at 
present supports'a system of trade schools on the outskirts of Jeruscelem 
which train. about 50 boys as carpenters, blacksmiths, shoemakers or as 
skilled blind workers. Most of the youths are refugees. 


* ah * 


A two-year study of Christian ministerial training, including an 
investigation of the causes of a decline in theological school enrollments 
in the USA and Canada, is under way in Minneapolis, Minn. The study is 
being made by the American Association of Theological Schools, under the 
direction of Dr. Keith R. Bridston, former executive secretary of the 
Commission on Faith and Order: of the World Council of Churches. It will 
include study of both the undergraduate courses in religion in colleges 
and,universities, and professional training at: seminary level. It is 
being financed by the Lilly Endowment, Inc.,; of Indianapolis, Ind., which 
has.established an $85,000 grant for the study. 


x * * 


Dr. Albert Schweitzer, well-known Protestant medical missionary in. 
Lambarene, has said he will appeal to Hast German authorities on behalf of 
Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany. The deca eo previously refused to permit Dr. Scharf to enter 
Bast Germany. (See EPS No. 35) | 


* x * 

The foundation stone for a new Orthodox church, which’ will be affiie 
iated with the Moscow Patriarchate, has been laid at Montalto-Dora, Pied- 
mont, Italy. The new church will have a ready-made congregation. Some 
1,000 persons in the area, who have left the ‘Ronan Catholic Church over a 
controversy with the clorgy, will form the membership. Representatives of 
the Waldensian and Methodist churches attended the ceremony. EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION: The number of Old Catholics in Europe is 200,000. ‘Total world 
membership of the church is 600,000. The figure for Burope was incor: 
listed as 150,000 in last week's EPS (October 6). 


